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trouble, no action would lie against the owner on that
score.1 Moreover, according to al-Shafi'i, as quoted in the
Umm* the disbursement of zakat by the owner himself
is even to be recommended on the ground that the owner
in this way can better assure himself that his zakat obli-
gation is " discharged " as between him and God. How-
ever, according to the Mugni? it is preferable that the
owner pay his zakat to the imam if the latter is just, rather
than that he disburse it himself or through an agent, be-
cause by paying his zakat to a just imam he is positively
freed from his obligation, whereas by disbursing it himself
he incurs a risk, for should he disburse it to the wrong per-
son his zakat obligation would remain " undischarged".
Then, too, by paying the zakat to the imam he makes it pos-
sible to distribute the zakat among a larger number of bene-
ficiaries. Some Shafiites hold that the zakat must be dis-
bursed to the imam in every case, even if the imam is tyran-
nical. Still others hold that it must in every case be dis-
bursed by the owner himself, not only because in this way
the owner may disburse his zakat to his kin and neighbors,
but also because he earns additional merit for disbursing it
himself. Al-Sarakhsi, in reply to al-Shafi'i, says that the
property owner has no more right to invalidate the right of
collection which belongs to the imam by the authority be-
stowed on him by the sharfah, than has the person who is
subject to the poll-tax to settle it himself to the warriors
who are the beneficiaries of that tax. There are two grounds
for this. One ground is that the zakat is a divine right
(haqq allah) pure and simple, that its collection belongs
only to the person whom God appoints as His vicar for the
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